
 

BRUNELLO 2015 REPORT 
 

 
 

“A fairy-tale vintage...2015 is quite possibly, Brunello di Montalcino’s best vintage ever...The seamless 
tannins seem to melt into the wine – a characteristic I have never seen in my 36 years visiting the area as a 

wine critic and journalist.” — James Suckling 

 
“Simply put, 2015 is a great Brunello vintage, easily one of the top eight or ten Brunello vintages of all time.” 

— Ian d’Agata, Vinous Media 

 
“A picture-perfect 2015 vintage.” — Monica Larner, Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate  

 

 

 
A NEW BENCHMARK FOR BRUNELLO.  
 
At long last, the 2015 Brunello di Montalcino vintage is upon us. I remember the 
first time I tasted the Rosso di Montalcino from 2015 and I knew, instantly, that 
this was a special vintage. The wines were just immediately delicious and they 
kept me coming back for more. Alas, that was a few years ago and the Rossos 
have dried up.  

2015 has thus far been universally praised by leading critics. It is a vintage that 
compares to other great vintages such as 1997, 2004, 2006 and 2010. 
However, there is reason to believe that 2015 may surpass some of those years 
in terms of quality and consistency. High expectations, for sure.  

Like all great vintages, the 2015 vintage delivers high-quality wines across the 
board. And as always, mother nature deserves much of the credit. According to Stefano Cinelli Colombini of Fattoria dei 
Barbi, “This vintage saw textbook timing. Everything happened like clockwork. The rain, the sun and the heat all came on 
cue.” Most producers harvested in late September or early October, allowing plenty of hang time for the grapes to fully 
ripen.  

Andrea Mantengoli, of La Serena, called the 2015 vintage "A vintage made by God," noting that everything seemed to fall 
into place. In vintages such as this, you often hear utterances to the effect that “it was impossible to make a bad wine.” 
Don’t be fooled. It’s always possible to make bad wines. While there is a risk that the ideal conditions may have lulled 
some producers into laziness, I haven’t sensed that in the wines I’ve tasted so far. As Ian d’Agata (Vinous Media) notes, 
“It will take noteworthy skill to buy a bad 2015 Brunello.” 

What should you expect in terms of style? First, the 2015s are approachable. They are round and rich in most cases, with 
moderate levels of acidity. It is probably a vintage that calls for only mid-term cellaring for the top wines. In fact, if there is 
a criticism of the vintage as a whole, it may be that it did not produce many wines built for long-term aging. For that, we 
may allow ourselves to look back at the 2010 vintage and ahead to 2016. Only time will tell. The fact remains that this is a 
great vintage and quibbling over which vintage is “better” ultimately comes down to personal preference. If you enjoy 
utterly delicious Brunello with personality then the 2015 vintage is a dream year. Click here to browse our top selections 
from the vintage and check back often for new releases.  — Eric Genau 
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